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By:  Lamar Holley 

Bringing  Love and Laughter Into the Lives of Children  

  

    Winter  

Thank all of you for making 
KidStuff-USA Possible 
 

Ministry Through Soccer 
 

In September KidStuff received a 
request that allowed us to assist in a 
developing ministry in Moldova.   A 
church was developing a soccer pro-
gram with a desire to reach the chil-
dren and youth of Moldova.  
Just days before, KidStuff had re-
ceived a gift from someone who in-
cluded a note requesting that it be 
used to help children and further the 
cause of Christ.  
Our ministry has carried and sent a 
lot of soccer balls to many places 
around the world.  We know one 
sure way to grab the attention of 
boys and girls in Eastern Europe and 
many other places is to roll soccer 
balls across anopen playground or 
ballfield.  Our goal is to send the 
gospel with every ball and share the 
love of Christ everywhere we have 
an opportunity.  It’s KidStuff: Kid’s 
play and Kingdom work all rolled up 
in a ball.  
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Clark Howard, a well known consumer ad-
vocate through his radio and television 
programing in the Atlanta area, is now 
influential on the  national level and 
provides helpful advice to keep con-
sumers from being overcharged and 
underserved.  For the past twenty-five 
years through Clark’s Christmas Kids, 
he has led volunteers to donate, collect 
and distribute toys to children who 
would otherwise have much less for 
Christmas.  
During Clark’s Christmas Kids cam-
paign this past Christmas, Clark was 
asked about the great need for toys and 
funds.  His response was without hesi-
tation; “It’s because of drugs.” Abuse 
of drugs, the illegal sales, associated 
crime, imprisonment and breakup of 
the family have  had a devastating im-
pact on the home. The needs are so 
great.   
Recently while shopping in a grocery 
store I noticed a senior lady who was 
carefully selecting items with an obvi-
ous effort to be as thrifty as possible. 
She seemed to be purchasing food 
items to prepare for children.  The lady 
reached the checkout counter before 
me, but apologetically asked the cashier 
if she could run back and get something 
she had forgotten.  She returned saying 
she was sorry for the delay, paid the 
cashier and left the store.  Finishing at 
the counter I hurried to the parking lot, 
but found her driving away.  I still had 
a gift card left from our KidStuff 
Christmas ministries.  I had been look-
ing for a family who really needed it.  I 
felt terrible that I had missed an oppor-
tunity.  

 When I entered a second store and 
saw the same lady again, I knew 
that God was up to something.   I 
mustered up enough boldness to ask 
if she was caring for grandchildren 
in her home.  She nodded that she 
was.  Taking a gift card that I still 
had from the Santa Toy Run in my 
pocket, I told the lady that KidStuff 
assisted grandparents who had ac-
cepted the responsibility of caring 
for their grandchildren.  This lady 
began to cry and so did I.   I ex-
plained that she could take the chil-
dren out for a meal or purchase food 
as needed.   
 On the way to my car I thought to 
myself, what if that card is not 
good?  I knew who gave it to me, 
but I did not know who had given it 
to the Santa Toy Run.  I went back 
into the store to give her my phone 
number to use if she had any prob-
lem with the card.  She was still cry-
ing and saying thank you, thank 
you.  This year a big part of my 
Christmas came in January.  



THE SANTA TOY RUN  
  

Kid Stuff participated in the Santa 
Toy Run again at Road Atlanta race-
way in December.  Rain that contin-
ued through the weekend didn’t 
dampen our spirits, but it did cause 
smaller crowds; fewer drivers stayed 
for the full weekend of races. Unfor-
tunately, the event brought in fewer 
toys and financial donations than in 
previous years.  Because of the hard 
work of Ron Rigdon, his wife Debbie 
and their friends, gifts came from 
many directions outside the raceway 
tract and many children and youth 
ministries over Gwinnett and sur-
rounding counties were given toys 
and funding to care for the people 
they serve.    
KidStuff works through the Gwinnett 
County Department of Family and 
Children’s Services to put these Santa 
Toy Run gifts into the hands of 
grandparents who have taken custody 
of their grandchildren because of is-
sues that Clark Howard pointed to 
when he was asked, “Why does it 
take more gifts and support now?”. 
The need results from family failure, 
absent dads and moms and homes 
without  financing to provide ade-
quately for the children.    

SPECTRUM CHRIST-
MAS PARTY 

 

KidStuff was a major sponsor of 
the Spectrum Christmas party 
held on December 1 at Duluth 
First Baptist Church.  Claire 
Dees, the CEO of Spectrum and 
former member of the KidStuff 
Board of Directors, was excited to 
report an attendance of over 350 
children and parents for the event 
and has shared pictures of their 
special night with us. us. KidStuff 
has worked closely with Spec-
trum, the parent support group for 
children with autism in Gwinnett 
County and the surrounding area 
throughout our ten years. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/ 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Race For Williams Syndrome 
May 21 1:00pm until 4:00pm  
Crow’s Lake Park.  Jefferson, GA 
 

Family Fun & Fishing Festival  
June 10   8:00am until 2:00pm 
For SPECTRUM and the Autism 
Community in Gwinnett County and 
surrounding area 
Wayne & Carolyn Hill Family Lake 
Suwanee, GA 
 

Family Fun & Fishing Festival  
June    8:00am until 2:00pm 
For Foster Children and families from 
5 County Area 
Southern Pines Recreation Park 
Laurens County, GA 
 

Annual KidStuff Klassic  
Benefit Golf Tournament/ 
KidStuff Ladies Luncheon 

Sept 19, 9 AM Tee off 
The Georgia Club  
Statham, GA 

KidStuff-USA, Inc. 
A 501 (c)3 non-profit Corporation de-
pendent upon contributions which are 
tatolly tax deductible.  Please send your 
donation to: 
Kidstuff-USA 
P.O. Box 1379 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046 

KidStuff 10th Birthday 
Party  

 

Thanks to so many of you for 
coming to help celebrate our 
tenth anniversary on October 
25.  Our 10th anniversary year 
continues through June of 2017.  
You have  helped make a lot of 
great times for t he special chil-
dren we serve in many places 
across Georgia and over the 
world. 


